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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

BEVERLY O’NEILL, A LONG BEACH
ICON

HON. ALAN S. LOWENTHAL

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 1, 2014

Mr. LOWENTHAL. Mr. Speaker, as Wom-
en’s History Month comes to a close for 2014,
| think it is appropriate to highlight the life and
work of one of the most influential and iconic
women from my district: Beverly O’Neill.

She was an educator, a mayor, and a lead-
er. She remains a dear friend to me and an
icon to a huge portion of Long Beach.

Her determined guidance, over an unprece-
dented three terms as Mayor from 1994 to
2006, led the City of Long Beach through a
transformation from “the smallest big city” on
the West Coast to a thriving international des-
tination and gateway known throughout the
world.

Born in Long Beach as Beverly Joy Lewis
before the city became a World War Il Navy
boomtown, Beverly attended Polytechnic High
School and went on to graduate from Cali-
fornia State University, Long Beach. She
eventually earned not one, not two, but five
different teaching credentials and spent 31
years as an educator at Long Beach City Col-
lege before becoming the college’s President
in 1988.

Shortly after being elected as mayor of Long
Beach in 1994, as only the second directly
elected mayor in city history, she and the city
faced the closure of the Long Beach Naval
Shipyard and the tens of thousands of city
jobs connected to it. Her resolute determina-
tion and leadership to keep the city on an
even keel during this difficult time and her em-
pathy and compassion for those impacted by
the job cuts endeared her to many in the city.

In her election to a second term in 1998,
she received 80 percent of the vote. She con-
tinued to guide the city past its reliance on a
single industry as the core employer in the
city, focusing instead on a diversified eco-
nomic base.

Termed out in 2002, Beverly decided to run
for a third term as a write-in candidate. The
citizens of Long Beach gave her a third term
and made her the first mayor of a major U.S.
city to be elected in a write-in campaign.

By the time she stepped down in 2006,
Long Beach had made the difficult economic
transition from Navy town to an international
gateway and home to one of the busiest mari-
time ports in the Western Hemisphere.

Still a powerful force for good in the city,
Beverly remains busy with numerous civic
boards.

Her disarming and unshakable positivity for
the city she loved, her compassion for the
people she served, and the incredible leader-
ship with which she inspired a generation of
citizens has left an indelible mark on the his-
tory and the future of Long Beach.

RECOGNIZING THE RETIREMENT
OF HEIDI CUSICK DICKERSON

HON. JARED HUFFMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 1, 2014

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
with my colleague MIKE THOMPSON to honor
Heidi Cusick Dickerson, who is transitioning
from her position as Congressional Represent-
ative after nine years of service and dedication
to the people of Mendocino County.

Heidi served as Mendocino District Rep-
resentative for Congressman MIKE THOMPSON
for eight years, and has served as a District
Representative in my Ukiah office since the
beginning of the 113th Congress. Heidi is a
recognized leader in the county. The residents
of our Congressional Districts are better off
today thanks to the work of Heidi Cusick
Dickerson. Her passion for advocating for indi-
viduals in need of federal assistance as well
as for championing community issues is un-
paralleled.

Throughout her time working on behalf of
the people of Mendocino County, she has
championed many successful projects, ranging
from saving the Anderson Valley Health Clinic
to ensuring that the Veterans History Project
was a success each year. A dedicated public
servant, Heidi coordinated a housing fore-
closure conference to benefit the people of
Mendocino and honored countless deserving
citizens by presenting them with certificates of
recognition on behalf of their Representative.
A passionate advocate for Mendocino, Heidi
continuously promoted the county’s food and
wine industries. Heidi worked tirelessly to se-
cure appropriations for the Fort Bragg Coastal
Trail and played an instrumental role in bring-
ing the Point Arena-Stornetta public lands on
the Mendocino coast into National Monument
status this March. In addition, Heidi forged an
historic partnership between tribal, state and
federal agencies to protect salmon from
poaching on the Garcia River.

Heidi’s unyielding dedication to advocating
on behalf of the people of our beloved county
is greatly appreciated by the entire Mendocino
community. We know that she will continue to
be an ardent advocate for all things
Mendocino and we wish her continued suc-
cess in the future. Mr. Speaker, it is appro-
priate at this time that we honor and thank
Heidi for her nine years of invaluable service
to the people of Mendocino County.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. ALLYSON Y. SCHWARTZ

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, April 1, 2014

Ms. SCHWARTZ. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall
vote No. 141, | was unable to attend. Had |
been present, | would have voted “no.”

CALLING FOR DEPORTATION RE-
LIEF AND FOR THE SWIFT EN-
ACTMENT OF COMPREHENSIVE
IMMIGRATION REFORM

HON. JUAN VARGAS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 1, 2014

Mr. VARGAS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
call on my colleagues to expand the deferred
action guidelines to provide deportation relief
for the immediate relatives of U.S. citizens,
Legal Permanent Residents and DREAMers.
Earlier this month, | joined some of my col-
leagues in asking President Obama to use his
prosecutorial discretion at all levels of immi-
gration enforcement proceedings.

A majority of my colleagues and | are com-
mitted to comprehensive immigration reform
and have demanded a vote on the House
Floor. It is imperative that the House put poli-
tics aside and work together to reach a com-
promise that will benefit our country, strength-
en our economy, and allow 11 million people
to step out of the shadows. The House must
enact immigration reform that is fair and re-
flects the highest values of our nation. We are
a country of immigrants and how we treat
those who aspire to be citizens reflects our
democracy’s commitment to uphold the moral
principles upon which our nation was built.

As we continue to fight for comprehensive
immigration reform, we cannot ignore the fact
that families and communities are being torn
apart on a daily basis. The impact of watching
a parent, sibling or child being ripped away
from the family unit is crushing and causes
untold damage. We must restore judicial dis-
cretion and expand deferred action guidelines
to provide deportation relief to immigrants who
have done nothing wrong but seek a better life
for their children, their families, and them-
selves.

TRIBUTE TO SUSAN BRITA
HON. JAMES P. MORAN

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 1, 2014

Mr. MORAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of a distinguished, dedicated and tire-
less civil servant, Susan Brita. Over 31 years,
she has been a woman of unique and un-
matched talent and expertise serving our gov-
ernment.

Ms. Brita is a 25 year resident of my con-
gressional district, living in the City of Alexan-
dria. She has held many high level positions
over the years, as a chief of staff, Staff Direc-
tor of the House Committee on Transportation
and Infrastructure, Subcommittee on Public
Buildings and Grounds, and most recently,
Deputy Administrator at the General Services
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